
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

HALF TERM: Mon 30 May to 

Fri 3 June 

Fri 13 May: Be Epic -non 

uniform for a donation 

Tues 24 May: Key Stage 2 

sports morning 9.45am at St 

Martins Field.  

Wed 25 May: Key Stage 2 

reserve sports morning  

Thurs 26 May: Rec and Yr6 

height and weight  

Mon 13 June: Rec and Key 

Stage 1 sports morning on 

the school grounds 

Mon 20 June – Reserve date 

for Rec and Key Stage 1 

sports morning 

Fri 8 July: School Summer 

Fair 

Tues 26 July: Last day of 

term 

 

Newsletter – Wednesday 4 May 2022 

School display: Thank you for the pictures so far.  This Friday is the last 

day to bring in your artwork so that we can put up the display.  For those 

of you who have missed this, we would like to invite all children and their 

families to create a piece of artwork that we can use as part of a welcome 

display to our new Ukrainian families.  Any piece of art would be 

wonderful – it could be a theme of blue and yellow to represent the 

Ukrainian flag, it could incorporate a rainbow to show communities 

coming together, it could be sunflower themed (the Ukrainian national 

flower) – whatever medium and creation you would like.   The deadline 

for these will be Friday 6 May and then we will assemble everyone’s 

creations and share the results.  Please hand in your creations to the 

school office or Mrs Whalley. 

Chair Person, Exmimster School Assocation: our sincere thanks go to 

Amanda Fuller who has been chair of the School Association for 3 years 

now.  Due to not being able to appoint a new chair person, Amanda has 

kindly stayed on for an additional year but can no longer stay on in this 

role.  We would like to thank Amanda for her organization and 

communication throughout this time, thinking in different ways to raise 

money during a difficult time and consistently leading this essential 

association.  At the end of May, the organization will need a new chair 

person or co-chairs.  Amanda will guide a new person/people through the 

role and be there in a supportive role.  Please consider this role as the 

association cannot run without a chair person. If you would like further 

information about the role please contact esa@exminsterschool.co.uk.  

Parent survey: thank you to parents who have already completed the 

parent survey.  Please use the following link to fill it out if you have not 

already had a chance.  We are interested in your feedback, both positive 

and constructive, in our constant drive to make improvements.  The 

questionnaire will close on Friday 6 May: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQeeOavnIYf4B5oIkkGsPqZpcDoSPp4TaNqtaQfPI1G6akKg/vie

wform?usp=sf_link 

Reminder: Spelling workshop for Y5 parents and Y5 children, tomorrow-Thursday 5 May, 9am in the school 

hall.  Parents are welcome to stay for a tea/coffee afterwards.  

ESA Lottery: Congratulations to April’s winner Laura Doucas! We will get your cheque to you later in the 

week. 

mailto:esa@exminsterschool.co.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQeeOavnIYf4B5oIkkGsPqZpcDoSPp4TaNqtaQfPI1G6akKg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQeeOavnIYf4B5oIkkGsPqZpcDoSPp4TaNqtaQfPI1G6akKg/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

 

Staff car park: When parents are waiting for the back gate to open in the afternoon, at times there are 

younger children running in and out of the staff cars in the car park, picking up handfuls of stones and either 

throwing the stones through the wire fencing towards the Hub and Cabin or at each other which are pinging 

off cars.  Please ensure your children stay with you whilst waiting for the gates to open.  Thank you in 

advance. 

Be EPIC day: on Friday 13 May we will be holding a non-school uniform day to raise money for the school.  

We invite children to wear what they want that day – they can dress up, they can wear non-school uniform – 

whatever they choose.  There is a ParentPay item set up for you to make a donation.  All monies raised will 

support the creative curriculum to enrich it with resources for each year group. 

Summer term dates for your diary:  

Tuesday 24 May – Key Stage 2 sports morning 9.45am at St Martins Field. Parents will be invited to attend, 

further details will follow 

Wednesday 25 May – Key Stage 2 reserve sports morning  

Thursday 26 May – Rec and Yr6 height and weight measurements. Information was sent last term. 

Monday 13 June – Rec and Key Stage 1 sports morning on the school grounds. Parents will be invited to 

attend, further details will follow 

Monday 20 June – Reserve date for Rec and Key Stage 1 sports morning 

Friday 8 July – School Summer Fair 

Weekly celebration assembly: Here is what our press pack has reported this week: 

Year group Celebrated learning 

Reception Reception have been busy planting cress seeds and carrot seeds, they are going to observe 
them to see how quickly they grow. They have also been retelling the story of Jack and the 
Beanstalk using actions. They have used their new vocabulary such as ‘snoozing’ and ‘harp’! 
The children have been very expressive and they are able to show how the characters are 
feeling through their retelling. 

Year 1 Year 1 have been learning about the different parts of plant and the vocabulary associated 
with this: stem, root, petal.  They have been working hard on identifying deciduous and 
evergreen trees. They thoroughly enjoyed a wild flower hunt around the school grounds. 

Year 2 Year 2 have been using the samba kit and learning ‘call and response’.  Children have been 
experimenting with the following instruments: surdos, repiniques, tamborins, ganzas and 
agogos.  They entertained Reception who were in nature school, Year 1 in their PE lesson and 
the office whilst practising these patterns outside! 

Year 3 Year 3 have been learning about the process of mummification.  They have also been doing 
their own experiment – don’t worry, it is not with a Year 3 child, it is with a tomato.  They 



 

 

 

Year group Celebrated learning 

made a hole in the tomato, drained out the insides, stuffed it with salts and bicarbonate of 
soda and then have left it to dry out surrounded in bicarbonate of soda!  This is to 
demonstrate the process of drying out the bodies in ancient Egypt. 

Year 4 Year 4 have started their new English sequence by learning the introduction of a biography 
about David Attenborough off by heart. The children have been writing their own short 
biographies about Attenborough and the Queen, thinking really carefully about formality and 
vocabulary choices. They were surprised to learn lots of new facts about the Queen during a 
lesson, for example: the Queen is the only person allowed to drive without a licence and fly 
without a passport. 

Year 5 Year 5 have been lucky to have a specialist art teacher from Dawlish College come to teach 
them for this year, every other week.  They have been studying the work of Hewitt and 
Hokusai and studying the element of water.  They have been using pens to make small 
dashes to build a picture and create some abstract art.  Their work will be on display soon 
alongside other local schools. 

Year 6 Year 6 have been making their own Land of Neverbelieve, creating mystical islands and 
landmarks on these islands in preparation for their explanation writing.  Children have been 
creative, creating many different islands and shared the ‘cow’ island and the ‘unicorn’ island 
with KS2 and their unique landmarks. 

 

Public Health Devon warns of Lyme disease this tick season: It's tick season, and with our woodlands and 

favourite countryside paths becoming thicker with vegetation, the chances of us getting ticks at this time of 

year is greater, warn Public Health Devon.  "Ticks thrive in warmer weather and in lush vegetation," says 

Steve Brown, Director of Public Health Devon. "And with warmer weather and people taking to the outdoors 

for recreation, woodlands and overgrown paths are likely to have ticks living among them."  There are 

around 1,500 cases of Lyme disease each year in England and Wales, commonly spread by ticks. And case 

levels here in Devon are routinely higher than England's average.  Early symptoms include a 'bullseye' rash 

around the site of the bite, and flu-like reactions such as fatigue, fever, chills or muscle aches.  Prevention 

and being prepared to respond quickly is the best form of protection, including: 

 walking on defined paths 

 covering up as much as possible 

 wearing light coloured clothing so that ticks are easier to spot 

 wearing an insect repellent that can deter ticks from climbing onto skin 

 carrying out regular checks after outdoor activity, as spotting them early allows you to act promptly 



 

 

 

For more advice about how to properly remove a tick, and what to do if the removal's unsuccessful, read the 

full story on the news page on Devon County Council website. 

Concert: “Songs From the Shows” will be live at 4pm on Sunday 22nd May, which will be very lively and 

upbeat and appeal to a wide audience, please see the flyer.  This is the charity (Vive La Musique) that 

performed in school for all of our age groups in April, organised by Vive La Musique and All Saints church. 

 

Sensory Processing Virtual Workshop – For Parents and Carers 
  

Sensory Processing (SP) describes the way that the body receives and interprets 

information through our senses in order to decide how to respond to the things we 

are experiencing. Some children and young people can experience SP difficulties, 

which can manifest in their behaviour. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MjkuNTcxODA5MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kZXZvbi5nb3YudWsvbmV3cy9wdWJsaWMtaGVhbHRoLWRldm9uLXdhcm4tb2YtbHltZS1kaXNlYXNlLXRoaXMtdGljay1zZWFzb24vIn0.DKroW3MrT-xNWxl_tdvmKvUhdWDVZ0V7W41XspbxnTQ/s/429367432/br/130579252645-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MjkuNTcxODA5MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kZXZvbi5nb3YudWsvbmV3cy9wdWJsaWMtaGVhbHRoLWRldm9uLXdhcm4tb2YtbHltZS1kaXNlYXNlLXRoaXMtdGljay1zZWFzb24vIn0.DKroW3MrT-xNWxl_tdvmKvUhdWDVZ0V7W41XspbxnTQ/s/429367432/br/130579252645-l


 

 

 

  

If you are interested in learning more about this and how to best support children 

with SP difficulties, our Sensory Processing Workshop for Parents and Carers may be 

perfect for you. This virtual workshop will take place on the 30th June 2022, 10.00am-

12.00pm and will be delivered by Pennie Lamkin, Registered Occupational 

Therapist. It will provide an overview of SP and sensory integration theory as well as 

developing a wider understanding of an individual’s 8 senses and how they can he 

affected by SP difficulties. Practical guidance and strategies for supporting children 

with SP difficulties to regulate in their everyday life in the home environment will also 

be explored. The cost of this training is £45 + VAT per person. Full event details can 

be found on the attached flyer. 
  

 


